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Big Myth Busted: Gas Tax 
Doesn’t Cover Road Costs 


Excerpted from the Regional Elan 
Association’s May 2, 2003 “Spotlight on 
the Region” by Alex Marshall, Senior Eellow 

Y ear after year, revenues from 
state and federal taxes on gaso¬ 
line sales pump approximately 
$45 billion into constructing 
and maintaining the nation’s road net¬ 
work. Advocates of trains, light rail, 
bicycle paths, ferries, buses and other 
means of transport look with envy and 
longing for some similar, stable source 
of funding. 

But Martin Wachs, in a new report 
released this month by the Brookings 
Institution (see brook.edu/es/urban/pub- 
licat ions/wachs transportation, htm), 
shows that the gas tax has been paying 
for less and less of 
the total cost of 
the national road 
system. Although 
Wach’s report is 
at times overly nar¬ 
row, it is valuable 
because he shows what many people do 
not know: that the gas tax pays for only 
about a third of the cost of the road sys¬ 
tem. This has major implications for 
mass transit funding, which is so often 
criticized for “not paying for itself.” 

The study’s central chart shows how 
the nation spent $133 billion on roads 
and highways in 2001. This includes 
Federal, state and local roads, from big 
expressways to meandering local roads. 


On average, the gas tax paid for only 
35% of this figure. This means that 
non-automobile-related taxes pay for 
about 40% of the total cost of the road 
network. In addition, Wachs shows that, 
although huge in absolute dollars, the 
pool of money raised by the gas tax has 
declined on a percentage basis over 
time. Indeed, “on average, fuel taxes in 
the 50 states would have to rise about 
11 cents per gallon just to recoup their 
1957 buying power.” 

One of the problems with Wachs’ 
analysis is that he sees the gas tax as a 
user fee. In reality, a gas tax is not a 
user fee. Only a toll is a true user fee 
because it is point (or pavement) spe¬ 
cific. If you use a particular highway, 
you pay a particular toll. 


prove that a highway would pay for 
itself through its tolls. Studies have 
shown that, if a highway had to pay for 
itself through tolls, almost none would 
be built. This fact opens the opportuni¬ 
ty for a more productive debate on 
transportation as a whole. 

We need a more general discussion 
of the purpose of transportation. In the 
United States, much discussion is side¬ 
tracked by treating transportation as a 
profit-driven private business. What if 
government investment in transporta¬ 
tion, which seems to be always crucial, 
was “a service,” more akin to education, 
than a private business that had to 
make a profit? If this concept were 
more generally accepted, transportation 
debates would revolve around providing 


The gas tax pays for only about a third of the cost of the road 
system. This has major implications for mass transit funding, 
which is so often criticized for “not paying for itself.*' 


The very general nature of the gas 
tax encourages more driving and more 
road building, while user fees are gen¬ 
erally designed to encourage modera¬ 
tion. On the supply side, revenue from 
the gas tax allows states to build high¬ 
ways that are not always needed, or 
worse yet, add to the overall conges¬ 
tion problem by encouraging further 
sprawling development. 

Highway planners do not have to 


Subsidizing the U.S. Road and Highway System 


MISC. TAXES AND FEES, AS WELL 
AS INVESTMENT INCOME: 10%. 


PROPERTY TAXES: 5% 


BORROWING: 10% 


APPROPRIATIONS FROM 
THE GENERAL FUND: 15% 

TOLLS: LESS THAN 5% 



GAS TAX: 35% 


VEHICLE TAXES: 20% 


U.S. spending on roads and highways in 2001: $133 billion 


the best mix of services for both con¬ 
venience and economic development. 
There would be less talk of which type 
of transportation “pays for itself.” In 
fact, none of them do. 

Gas prices are probably the most 
powerful determinant of the urban envi¬ 
ronment. A chart by Douglas Kelbaugh, 
dean of the architectural school at the 
University of Michigan, showed that 
there is a direct correspondence between 
the density of cities worldwide and the 
price of gasoline in them—high gas 
prices equal greater density. 

The essential point is a political one. 
Governors, senators and representatives 
from the Region should use Wachs’ 
report to launch honest debate about the 
future of transportation funding. The 
numbers show that viewed on equal 
terms with highways, mass transit 
deserves far greater federal investment. 
Mass transit should no longer have to 
wear the shameful label of “subsidy” 
when every other type of transportation, 
and particularly the highway system, 
more justly deserve the moniker. 
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Mayors Win” 


T he guys at empire deli on 6th 
Avenue say Mayor Bloomberg 
is bad for business and raised 
transit fares. They’re not alone. 
The Mayor’s approval rating has fallen 
to 32%. Worse could be ahead for 
Bloomberg as the City faces even more 
popularity-killing budget woes the next 
two years. 

One (unpopular) way to help close 
these deficits is by tolling the East 
River bridges. Because of the great suc¬ 
cess of London’s congestion pricing pro¬ 
gram, there is renewed speculation by 
pundits that such tolls are on the way. 
Indeed, the Mayor’s budget contains 
toll revenue of $400 million in ’05 and 
$600 million in ’06. 

The political reality is otherwise. 
There will be no tolls until Bloomberg 
is re-elected or a new mayor steps 
in. Queens and Brooklyn councilmem- 
bers have quashed any hope of getting 
the City Council’s approval for tolls— 
which the Mayor must have. In 
Albany, both houses of the state legis¬ 


• Remove the Midtown crosswalk bar¬ 
ricades. They never worked and now 
serve no purpose; turns at the barricaded 
crosswalks are now banned by the Thru 
Streets program. 

• Create car-free early mornings in 
Central Park. Prospect Park is car-free in 
early mornings until 7 am. Central 
Park, where traffic is sparse at that 
hour but park usage heavy, should be so 
privileged. 

• Car-Free Sundays on the Grand Con¬ 
course. During the early ‘90s, children 
frolicked and bands played each summer 
Sunday on The Bronx’s Grand Con¬ 
course. The Mayor should revive that 
car-free vitality and community. 

• Ban car alarms. The City is revising 
its noise code for the first time in thirty 
years and two bills restricting car alarms 
are before the City Council. Car alarms 
are NYC’s number one quality of life 
complaint. The Mayor would be a hero. 

• Extend the Commercial Congestion 
Parking program citywide. The DOT’s 
Midtown program is working very well. 


There are still many things Mayor Bloomberg 
can do quickly and inexpensively to make 
NYC a better place to live and travel in 


lature have also nixed tolls. A closer 
look also reveals that the City has not 
started the extensive planning, envi¬ 
ronmental studies and other prepara¬ 
tion needed to put tolls in place. 
(An army of experienced consultants 
and high- level city managers spent 
two years on London’s program.) 
This is probably because the Mayor 
hoped to lease the East River bridges 
to the MTA. That agency’s credibility 
problems now make this very unlikely. 

Battered as Bloomberg may be 
at the moment, there is an old 
NYC political saying “Mayor’s win.” 
In essence, mayors have tremendous 
power and usually get there way. 
Indeed, there are still many things 
Mayor Bloomberg can do quickly and 
inexpensively to make NYC a better 
place to live and travel in. Here are 
a few: 


Truck drivers would rather pay a few 
dollars more a day and get a parking 
spot than face $115 fines. 

Raise the rate for unrestricted on¬ 
street parking in Manhattan south of 
60th Street from $2 to $6 an hour dur¬ 
ing weekdays. Pay more to get more. 

These are just a few of the ideas T.A. 
has for making NYC a better place to 
bicycle, walk and live in. Check us out. 
Read this magazine, share it with a 
friend, and if you haven’t already, join as 
a member. 




John Kaehny 
Executive Director 

P.S. Note to guys at Empire Deli: the 
Governor, not the Mayor, controls the 
MTA and transit fares. 
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eclaiming the Streets 

One Million Red Lights 
Run Each Day in NYC 



T he statistic is staggering: 
motorists run 1.23 million red 
lights in New York City every 
workday. According to a 2000 
report by then NYC (and now NY 
State) Comptroller Alan Hevesi, the 
worst intersection for red light running 
in Manhattan is 79th Street and Madi¬ 
son Avenue, and the five worst intersec¬ 
tions in Brooklyn are close to schools. 
Hevesi s report called for the state legis¬ 
lature to approve 200 red light cameras, 
which the City would rotate among the 
most dangerous of the city’s 11,000 sig¬ 
nalized intersections. At intersections 
that currently have the cameras, light 
running has declined by 40%. 

So who is running all these red 
lights? Not taxis. They account for only 
2% of the violations (14% in Manhat¬ 
tan). The vast majority of violators are 
passenger vehicles, and they over¬ 
whelmingly have in-state license plates 
(98%). While other cities are making 
heavy use of red light cameras to stop 
scofflaw motorists, NYC is bogged 
down in Albany’s legislative morass. 
State legislators will only let the NYC 
DOT use 50 red light cameras. To equal 
Washington D.C.’s coverage, the city 
would need 338 red light cameras. To 
equal San Diego, 251. 


CA Study Shows Red Light Cams 
Cut Injuries 46% 


The NYC DOT has not yet analyzed the 
before and after effect of installing red 
light cameras in NYC. But in the United 
States, red light cameras have reduced 
crashes with injuries by an average of 
29% at the intersections at which they 
are installed. A 2002 study by the 
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 
found that red light cameras in the 
southern California city of Oxnard 
reduced crashes at intersections by 46%. 
This finding is consistent with detailed 
Australian studies. In NYC, red light 
cameras have the potential to prevent 
thousands of injuries every year. 


Red light cameras reduced crashes 
involving injuries in Australia, Singapore 
and the United States. 

Queensland, Adelaide, Adelaide, Victoria, NSW, United 

Australia Australia 1 Australia 2 Australia Australia Singapore States 



-46% 


State Legislature Dilutes NYC Red Light Camera 
Request—Speed Cameras Dead for Now 


T O THEIR CREDIT, MAYOR BLOOM- 
berg and the NYC Department of 
Transportation have been persistent 
advocates for red light and speed enforce¬ 
ment cameras. The Mayor, though 
squeezed for time and political capital by 
the fiscal crunch, has personally lobbied 
for the cameras. Unfortunately, the state 
legislature mandates the number of cam¬ 
eras that NYC may use. This means that 
legislators who hate getting ticketed for 
running lights can obstruct this much- 
needed program. Indeed, Bronx/ 
Westchester Republican State Senator 
Guy Vallela, a persistent foe of the cam¬ 
eras, recently knocked down the City’s 
request for 100 new cameras to 50. Val¬ 
lela has said publicly that he opposes the 


Big Bril Study Sho ws Spe e d Ca meras Work 


cameras because he has received a num¬ 
ber of tickets. Meanwhile, in the Assem¬ 
bly, Speaker Sheldon Silver of Lower 
Manhattan has allowed upstate Rochester 
Assemblymember David Gant, who 
heads the Transportation Committee, to 
continue years of foot dragging on cam¬ 
eras. The cumulative political resistance 
means that, once again, NYC will not 
get much-needed speed cameras. 

Write to Assembly Speaker Sheldon 
Silver and remind him that his job is to 
champion safe streets in New York City, 
including working hard for red light 
and speed cameras. 

Write to: 

Sheldon Silver, Assembly Speaker 
250 Broadway, St 2307 
New York, NY 10007 
speaker@assembly.state.ny.us 


British Transport Secretary Alistair 
Darling announced in February that 
deaths and serious injuries fell by 35% 
in Britain on roads with speed cameras in 
operation. He heralded the life saving 
benefits of the devices: 

“Speed cameras are working. Speeds 
are down and so are deaths and injuries. 
It is quite clear that speeding is danger¬ 


ous and causes too much suffering. I hope 
this reinforces the message that speed 
cameras are there to stop people speed¬ 
ing and make the roads safer. If you don’t 
speed, you won’t get a ticket.” 

In NYC, the state legislature has again 
refused to allow NYC to use the cameras 
despite spirited advocacy by Manhattan 
Assemblymember Deborah Glick. 


Key Findings on Speed Cameras in Britain 

35% reduction in people killed or serious¬ 
ly injured at camera sites (-280 people). 
14% reduction in personal injury accidents 
at camera sites (-510 fewer accidents). 
56% reduction in the number of pedestrians 
killed or seriously injured at camera sites. 

The independent report was commissioned by the Road Safety Division of the 
Department for Transport and produced by University College London and PA 
Consulting Group, roads.dft.gov.uk/roadsafety/cameras/redlight/ 
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eclaiming the Streets 


Time to Remove the 
Midtown Crosswalk 
Barricades For Good 

I T IS TIME TO REMOVE THE MIDTOWN CROSSWALK BARRICADES 
on 49th and 50th Streets at 5th and 6th Avenues. The NYPD 
installed the much-despised barricades in 2000 to keep pedes¬ 
trians out of the way of turning vehicles. Instead, the barriers 
spurred dangerous jaywalking—half of pedestrians ignore 
them—and did little to improve vehicle speeds. With the advent 
of the DOT’s successful Thru Streets program, which bans 
turns off of 49th and 

50th Streets and other More than half of pedestrians ignore 
crosstown streets in Mid- the crosswalk barricades, such as this 
town, they are nothing one at 5th Ave & 49th St in Manhattan, 
more than an obstacle to which have been rendered pointless by 
pedestrians. the DOT’S Thru Streets initiative. 


Queens Boulevard Epicenter of 
Borough Transportation Crisis 

It may no longer be the “Boulevard of Death,” 
but Queens Boulevard is still a giant nightmare 
for pedestrians. Urbitran, the consultant running 
the Department of Transportation’s Queens 
Boulevard Safety Study, has come up with a 
menu of pragmatic improvements, which it pre¬ 
sented to the public in 
April. Especially promising 
are proposals to pedestri- 
anize the streets crossing 
under the elevated sta¬ 
tions of the #7 train. 

Crowds of pedestrians 
walk in the streets at this 
spot during rush hour. 

Urbitran is also looking at 
eliminating some of the 
highway-like entrances 
connecting the inner lanes 
of the boulevard to adja¬ 
cent “service roads.” (The fact that the boule¬ 
vard has “service roads,” which is a feature of 
highways, speaks volumes about the bad 
design of Queens Boulevard.) 

But Urbitran and the DOT engineers who 
seek to improve the boulevard face a huge 
obstacle: Queens is bursting at the seams. Its 
population grew 14% in the last decade, and 
almost ten-fold since Queens Boulevard was 
built. The 2.2 million people in Queens are 
jammed together, 20,000 people per square 
mile. Subways and buses are overwhelmed, 
and Queens Boulevard and the surrounding 
street network were never intended to carry 
current or predicted amounts of traffic. The 


borough is in a transportation crisis and 
Queens Boulevard is its epicenter. 


Permanent Herald Square 
Pedestrian Improvements 
Slated for 2010 

The DOT reports that because of the City’s 
fiscal crisis and a rejected request for Federal 
money, City capi¬ 
tal funds for the 
construction of 
permanent Herald 
Square pedestrian 
improvements will 
not be available 
until 2008 and 
work will not be 
completed until 
2010. Currently, 
thermo-plastic 
street markings 
and cement 
planters delineate future sidewalk widenings. 
The delay is disappointing because the show¬ 
case Herald Square initiative has been a 
huge success. Thanks to the design, pedes¬ 
trian injuries and deaths have been sharply 
reduced and the Square is much easier to 
walk and drive through. The DOT began plan¬ 
ning the Herald Square improvements in 
1995. In London, the massive new pedestrian 
spaces at Trafalgar Square and Horseguards 
Parade have been planned, tested and made 
permanent in three years. In NYC, it will take 
at least fifteen years to do something more 
modest. Why? 


The DOT’S Herald Square pedestrian 
improvements are a huge success. But it 
should not take 15 years for them to be 
made permanent. 


New Rules in Force for 
Vending Boxes 

In August 2002, the City Council passed new 
legislation allowing the DOT to regulate the 
placement, installation and maintenance of 
vending boxes on city sidewalks. (The boxes are 
officially called “newspaper boxes,” but the 
bulk of them are used for advertising 
brochures.) The boxes have multiplied like bac¬ 
teria on many of the city’s most crowded side¬ 
walks. The City’s new law took effect on Febru¬ 
ary 24, 2003 and box users were given a 60-day 
grace period. As of April 25, 2003 the DOT will 
begin enforcing these tough new rules: 

• The name, address, phone and e-mail of the 
owner must be readily visible on each box 
Box cannot be placed within: 

• Five feet of the corner area 

• Crosswalk area 

• The area of a bus stop 

• Two feet beyond from the curb 

• 15 feet of subway or railway entrances 


Cheers to the DOT for passing tough new 
rules restricting the vending boxes that clog 
sidewalks and block crosswalks. Report 
illegal vending boxes by calling 311 or 
download a complaint form at nyc.gov/ 
htm 1/ dot/ pdf/ newsrackcm plform. pdf. 
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Sensible Transportation 

Gotham Pulverized by 
Over-Reliance on Trucks 



B efore interstate highways, 
New York City trains ran from 
NYC docks, warehouses and 
factories to the rest of the coun¬ 
try. But today, NYC is the most truck- 
dependent part of the country. An 
astounding 90% of the cargo entering 
the city is carried by trucks, compared 
to under 50% for the U.S. as a whole. 
This is sadly ironic, since NYC’s densi¬ 
ty, crowded streets and fragile infra¬ 
structure make it especially unsuited to 
heavy truck use. A March 1997 study by 
Community Consulting Services found 
that trucks inflict 96% of the damage 
caused by vehicles to NYC roads and 
bridges, an astounding $1.7 billion in 
annual damages. 

Trucks are crucial to the city’s eco¬ 
nomic health and everyday function. 
That is why T.A. advocates for sensible 
parking policies that open up curb space 
for truckers instead of forcing them to 
double park and suffer punitive fines. 
Still, the number of trucks must be 
reduced and truckers must pay a fairer 
share of the infrastructure repair that 
this city needs. 

In addition to better enforcing exist¬ 
ing truck laws, the City and regional 
transportation agencies should take the 
following steps to reduce truck use. 

l. Fully fund the “Rail Bridge” ferry 
float between New Jersey and Brooklyn. 

The rail float currently carries 3,000 rail 
cars a year. A 2000 study by the Eco¬ 
nomic Development Corporation found 
that, for a modest investment, the float 
could take an additional 275,000 heavy 
truck trips off of NYC’s roads. 

2. Create a rail freight tunnel under the 
Hudson River. The $2.3 billion rail tun¬ 
nel would divert 8.6 million tons of 
freight from truck to rail annually, 
amounting to one million fewer annual 
truck trips across the Verrazano and 
George Washington Bridges. This 
would save the NYC region $416 mil¬ 
lion annually in reduced costs from air 
pollution, congestion, fewer crashes and 
less infrastructure damage. 

3. Raise truck tolls on MTA/Port 
Authority crossings. Heavy, 18-wheel 


tractor trailers are responsible for 99% 
of the damage to bridges. But on the 
MTA bridges, which most semi-trucks 
use to cross the Hudson, truck drivers 
pay only a modest $17.60 toll, only 
five times the $3-50 E-ZPass car toll. 
Given the massive damage trucks 
inflict on bridges and the subway sys¬ 
tem, they should pay more. 

T.A. Tells Council City Must 
Do More on Trucks 

It is no secret that for years big trucks 
have regularly ignored sparsely marked 
New York City truck routes. In its most 
recent response to voluminous public 
complaints about big trucks rumbling 
down neighborhood streets, the City 
Council held a hearing on April 4 on leg¬ 
islation intended to reduce the problem. 

One council bill would require 
truck drivers to carry an NYC Truck 
Map and a written travel itinerary dis¬ 
playing the legal route to their destina- 


90% of the cargo entering NYC is 
carried by truck, compared to 
under 50% for the average US 
city. Big trucks inflict $1.7 billion 
in annual damages to NYC roads 
and bridges, 96% of the total. 

tion. Another proposed council 
resolution would support pro¬ 
posed state legislation that 
penalizes drivers with hefty fines 
and points for violating truck 
routing rules. 

However, the DOT says that 
the council bill is preempted by 
Federal law and not enforceable. 
Additionally, the state bill faces 
an uphill battle against the New 
York Motor Truck Association. 

If the City Council and 
the DOT are serious about get¬ 
ting trucks to stay on truck 
routes, then they should get 
together with the police to devel¬ 
op new laws and policies that 
make enforcement easier and 
truck routes clearer. The police 
say that, without clearly marked 
truck routes, it is more difficult for them 
to sustain tickets in traffic court. 

T.A. recommended to the City 
Council that the DOT and police 
do three things to make truck enforce¬ 
ment more transparent and accountable 
to the public: 

1. The DOT should place on its Web 
site a detailed, downloadable, truck route 
map modeled on the excellent City Plan- 
ning/DOT NYC Bicycle Map. The current 
on-line truck route map has no street 
names. 

2. The NYPD should post the number of 
truck route summonses given out in each 
precinct on its Web site. The police depart¬ 
ment already posts detailed monthly 
crime statistics for each precinct. 

3. The DOT should place a log of citi¬ 
zen complaints about trucks on its Web 
site and update its response. This will 
help the DOT, City Council, police and 
public see where truck complaints are 
coming from and what is being done to 
address them. 
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“Ban Audible Car Alarms!'* 


ransportation 


Numerous people have written to 
T.A. to share their reasons for 
banning audible car alarms in NYC 
Here are just a few: 

Car alarms are the kind of absurd, self- 
defeating invention that also makes life 
unbearable that only Kafka could have 
thought up. 

-Karl Greenberg 

I live right across the street from a city bus 
stop in Brooklyn. All night, each time a 
bus stops and idles for a few minutes, 
the vibrations set off the car alarms and 
wake me up. This is detrimental to my 
health as I have rheumatoid arthritis, an 
auto-immune disease that is aggravated 
by stress and sleep deprivation. I am 
definitely not motivated to get out of bed 
to try to prevent anyone from stealing a 
public nuisance! 

-Anonymous 

One Sunday on my block on the Lower 
East Side, a car alarm on a car with Con¬ 
necticut plates went off for 15 hours (10 
am to 3 am). Despite repeated calls, the 
police never appeared until people on the 
block started damaging the car. Then, sud¬ 
denly, the cops were able to locate the 
owner and get it turned off. They arrested 
the two people they caught vandalizing 
the car, not the owner. 

-Sarah Johnson 

Last September I was married in the 
rear courtyard garden of a historic NYC 
building. A car alarm went off minutes into 
the ceremony and blared until the end! 

The seemingly unending blare has been 
immortalized on our wedding video. 

-LM 


Thank you! I’m a teacher in Brooklyn. 

Car alarms routinely disrupt my classroom 
teaching; I have to stop talking until 
the alarm is through—what a waste of 
class time! 

-Kathleen Axen 

I live in Boerum Hill, Brooklyn, and people 
drive from further out in Brooklyn, park their 
cars on my block and then commute on the F 
train. When one of those car alarms goes off, 
it goes off all day and into the evening when 
the commuter gets back from work and din¬ 
ner in the city. It happened this summer and 
was torture. Absolute torture. People 
smeared dog feces on the car, egged it, left 
angry notes and called the police. The police 
came and could not get the noise to stop. 

-Anonymous 


Pols Act on T. A. Call 
to Ban Car Alarms 



T hanks in part 
to the arguments 
put forward in 
T.A.’s new report, 

Alarmingly Useless: The 
Case for Banning Car 
Alarms in New York City, 
momentum is building to 
take action on New York¬ 
ers’ number one quality of 
life complaint—car alarms. 

There are now two separate 
car alarm bills before Coun- 
cilmember Jim Gennaro’s 
Environmental Protection 
Committee. Plus, New York 
City’s antiquated Noise Code 
is undergoing its first major 
revision in 30 years. 

Councilmember Eva 
Moskowitz recently intro¬ 
duced legislation enabling 
the City to issue a car alarm 
violation to an automobile 
owner based on a citizen’s 
written or e-mailed com¬ 
plaint. This is a big step forward in 
enforcement. Under the current law, a 
police officer is allowed to write a sum¬ 
mons only after timing a car alarm to 
make sure that it has blared for three 
minutes. The current law is virtually 
un-enforced. Under the Moskowitz 
bill, any person would be able to send 
in an e-mail complaint about a car 
alarm and, after going through a verifi¬ 
cation process, the owner of the obnox¬ 
ious alarm would receive a violation 
notice from the City. The Moskowitz 
bill also includes and builds upon 
strong provisions from an earlier piece 
of legislation introduced by Coun¬ 
cilmember John Liu. The Liu bill 
makes it illegal to sell or install car 
alarms in New York City. 

Transportation Alternatives sup¬ 
ports the efforts of Councilmembers 
Moskowitz and Liu, but continues to 
advocate for a total ban of car alarms. 
These useless devices simply do not 
work in New York City where well over 
99% of the alarms are false and better 
alternatives exist. 


Councilmembers John Liu (Qns) and 
Eva Moskowitz (Mnh) have introduced 
legislation which would ban the 
installation and further restrict the use 
of car alarms. 

New York City’s 30-year-old Noise 
Code is currently under revision and 
T.A. has been invited to provide input. 
Councilmember Gennaro’s office has 
told T.A. that he might bring car 
alarm legislation to public hearing 
along with the rest of the Noise Code 
revisions. But the car alarm issue is not 
one of his big priorities since he has 
not heard many complaints about 
them. 

Is this possible? Since issuing Alarm¬ 
ingly Useless , T.A. has been absolutely 
bombarded with car alarm complaints. 
Let Gennaro know how you feel! 

Write to: 

Chair James Gennaro 

Environmental Protection Committee 

185-10 Union Turnpike 

Queens, NY 11366 
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“Out of Control” MTA Cooked 
Books, Hid $500 Million 

Riders want “Heads on Sticks** 



At deadline, an Appeals Court was considering a 
judge’s order that requires the MTA to roll back the 
$2.00 fare to $1.50. But the Straphangers Campaign 
says that, regardless of that decision, the court 
decision is the springboard for making the MTA 
more open and responsive to the public. 


I N DOUBLE BOMBSHELL ACCUSATIONS, 
the New York State Comptroller 
and New York City Controller 
issued separate reports in April 
showing that the MTA kept two sets of 
books and hid $500 million over several 
years in order to justify the 50-cent city 
bus and subway fare increase. The reports 
were based on MTA financial records that 
the officials obtained through legal sub¬ 
poenas after repeated refusals by the 
MTA to provide complete records. State 
Comptroller Alan Hevesi said that the 
MTA “stonewalls, hides information, 
hides money, misleads the public” and 
has a “culture of deceit...and is in 
tremendous need of reform.” 

MTA Chairman Peter Kalikow, a 
Republican and close friend of the Gov¬ 
ernor Pataki, blasted Hevesi and said 
that his report is a “Political document 
filled with lies, half-truths and innuen¬ 
dos.” However, though Hevesi and City 
Controller William Thompson are both 
ambitious Democratic career politicians, 
they also have reputations for being cau¬ 
tious, sober-minded and low-key. 

Indeed, even though New York 
State is gridlocked by partisan politics, 
Hevesi and Thompson’s accusations 
were front page news, with big implica¬ 
tions for the MTA, governor and transit 
riders. Riders interviewed by reporters 
were outraged, with many calling for 


Call for Four Borough 
Second Avenue Subway 

In May, T.A. joined the Regional Plan Associ¬ 
ation and others in calling on the MTA to 
build a Second Avenue subway that con¬ 
nects to The Bronx, Queens and Brooklyn. 
Current plans are for the subway to extend 
along the East Side of Manhattan from 
125th street to downtown and cost $16.5 
billion. Details of the RPA plan can be found 
at rpa.org/mobility/metrolink.html. 


jail time and even “heads on sticks.” 
Despite their blistering criticism of the 
MTA, neither auditor claimed that the 
MTA had committed any criminal mis¬ 
deeds. 

Judge Slams Bogus Hearings, 
Tells MTA to Rollback Fare 

ON MAY 14, MANHATTAN STATE SUPREME 
Court Justice Louis 
York ordered the 
MTA to roll back 
the fare increases 
on city subways 
and buses, the 
Long Island Rail 
Road, MetroNorth 
and Long Island 
Bus by May 28 and 
to hold a new 



round of public hearings. The judge also 
halted the closure of 62 subway station 
booths. 

Even though the order is now on 
hold as the MTA appeals it, the decision 
is a victory for truth in government. 
Astoundingly, the main argument of the 
lawyers for the MTA was that the MTA 
has no legal obligation to disclose finan¬ 
cial information to the public. 

The MTA faces its worst crisis of pub¬ 
lic confidence in its 3 5-year history. 
Whatever the fate of the $2 fare, the deci¬ 
sion should force sweeping changes in the 
way that the MTA reports its finances. 

The state legislature is considering a 
range of reforms, including an Indepen¬ 
dent Budget Office for the MTA, a com¬ 
puterized registry for MTA contracts and 
more independence and clout for the 
MTA inspector general. Many of the most 
important changes are in a bill sponsored 
by Assemblymember Richard Brodsky. 
The legislature should act on these ideas. 

Governor George Pataki, Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, the state legisla¬ 
ture and the MTA need to take imme¬ 
diate action to restore the MTA’s credi¬ 
bility. Pataki should appoint an inde¬ 
pendent blue ribbon panel—known 
under state law as a “Moreland Act” 
commission—with subpoena power to 
investigate the MTA’s budgeting and 
finances and charges of corruption in 
the agency’s contracting. Bloomberg 
should use the City’s considerable 
resources to audit the MTA’s finances 
and to call off his proposal to slash City 
payments to the MTA. 


As we went to press, the Straphangers 
Campaign had successfully sued the 
MTA to force a roll-back of the $2.00 
fare. In his decision, Justice Louis York 
wrote that “The right to a public hearing 
and to public scrutiny are based on the 
principle of fundamental fairness, which 
is required of all government agencies ... 
when dealing with citizens of the state.” 
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Sensible Transportation 

NYC Parking Policy is 
Backwards and Dangerous 

Cheap on-street parking causes double parking, 
traffic congestion & blocked bike lanes 



T he problem of cars double 
parked in bike lanes is like the 
old song that says, “The head 
bone’s connected to the neck 
bone, the neck bone to the shoulder 
bone, etc.” Delivery trucks and service 
vehicles double park because on-street 
parking is scarce. The spots are scarce 
because the City does not charge 
enough for on-street parking. (Another 
big problem is city workers with park¬ 
ing permits—police and fire officials in 
particular—who take up thousands of 
on-street spots in the heart of Midtown 
and elsewhere.) 

When it comes to parking policy, 
New York City has it backwards. In 
busy parts of the city, like Manhattan’s 
central business district, it should cost 
far more to park in a scarce on-street 


spot than at a nearby parking garage. 
Curb-side parking is essential for deliv¬ 
ery trucks and the service vehicles of 
plumbers, electricians and other skilled 
workers. This is especially true because 
NYC does not have alleys like many 
other major cities. 

Irrationally, while it costs $10-20 
an hour to park in a Midtown parking 
garage, the City charges just $2 
an hour for nearby unrestricted 
on-street parking spaces. To free up 
parking spaces and thus reduce double 
parking and traffic congestion, the 
City should charge at least as much for 
on-street parking as nearby garages. By 
not doing so, the City is effectively 
subsidizing the lucky motorists who 
do find spots while creating traffic 
problems and hammering unlucky 


Cheap on-street parking leads to 
double parking, like these trucks 
making deliveries on 6th Avenue in 
Midtown Manhattan. 

commercial drivers and others with 
$105 fines. These draconian penalties 
have not stopped double parking, but 
have certainly angered truck drivers 
and other motorists who have a real 
need to use curbside parking for 
unloading cargo. 

Amazingly, it has taken the worst 
budget crisis in decades to get the City 
to raise the price of unrestricted on¬ 
street parking prices from a miniscule 
$1 to a paltry $2 an hour. At commer¬ 
cial vehicle-only parking spaces in 
Midtown Manhattan, from 42nd to 
59th Streets between 2nd and 9th 
Avenues, parking is now $2 for one 
hour, $5 for two hours and $9 for three 
hours. The DOT has the right idea 
with its “Commercial Vehicle 
Congestion Pricing Program,” which is 
said to be working well. But $9 for 
three hours is still a steal. 

The DOT needs to do much more to 
free up curb space for delivery trucks 
and other necessary deliveries and to 
reduce double parking: 

• Expand the successful Commercial Vehi¬ 
cle Congestion Parking program to all on¬ 
street commercial parking in Manhattan 
and downtown Brooklyn. 

• Meter all on-street parking south of 
60th Street in Manhattan. 

• Raise the on-street hourly parking rate 
to $8 per hour in Manhattan on all 
avenues and some commercial side 
streets south of 60th Street. 

• Allow online and phone credit card pay¬ 
ment for parking cards. The current sys¬ 
tem of downloading a form and mailing 
it in with a check or certified check for 
amounts over $300 is primitive. 


Vehicles double park because on-street parking is scarce. The spots are 
scarce because the City does not charge enough for on-street parking. 
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pecial Report 

NYC’s Greenways Fuel Surge 



G reenways are fueling a 
surge in cycling in New York 
City. Cyclists love them 
because greenways are car-free 
paths where they do not contend with 
dangerous and unpleasant traffic. They 
are also popular with politicians, 
including Mayor Bloomberg, who has 
proposed the ambitious Manhattan 
Waterfront Greenway. 

Greenways and the four East River 
bridges are the backbone of the NYC’s 
cycling network. In the last ten years, 
the number of daily cyclists in the city 
has increased by 30,000 thanks in part 
to the creation and improvement of 
these car-free walking and biking routes. 
In 1993, there were 59 miles of NYC 


Make Parks Dept the 
Greenway Sheriff 

Though Gty and State agencies are adept 
at greenway planning and construction, 
they do not do so well when it comes to 
keeping paths safe, orderly and open. The 
intense competition for space between 
fast and slow, wheeled and non-wheeled 
and stationary and moving path users 
requires smart and consistent rules of 
conduct as well as effective education and 
enforcement. City Hall should charge the 
Parks Department with appointing a 
Greenway Director to set the rules and 
ensure that other City and State agencies 
and public entities, like the Hudson River 
Park Trust, follow them. 


The creation of 31 miles of new 
greenways since 1993, including the 
Hudson River Greenway in Manhattan, 
has helped spur growth in cycling 
throughout NYC. 

greenways. Today, there are 90 miles. 

The Hudson River Greenway stands 
out as an example of the power of green¬ 
ways to encourage cycling. According to 
the Department of City Planning, from 
2000 to 2001 there was a five-fold 
increase in weekday cycling on the 
greenway—from 157 cyclists over six 
hours to 777—though in 2002 T.A. 
counted as many as 200 cyclists in one 
hour. Remarkably, use has grown despite 
key gaps in the greenway. The twelve- 
mile long, traffic-free path connects the 
populous Upper West Side with Mid¬ 
town jobs and Downtown activities. 

Car-free routes in any part of the city 
encourage people to bicycle. Most trips, 
bike or otherwise, are not to work, 
which means that greenways that link 
residential neighborhoods, parks and 
cultural attractions are as important as 
those that connect work and home. 
Paths like the Brooklyn-Queens Green¬ 
way are important because they encour¬ 
age recreational cycling, and the jump 
from recreational riding to riding to the 
store or to work is easier to make than 
the one from taking the subway or driv¬ 
ing to work to riding to work. The key 
to encouraging people to make that 
jump, as with bike lanes, is to make 
greenways that are well connected to 
each other, bridges and major cycling 
thoroughfares. 

If and when they are built, Manhat¬ 
tan’s East River Greenway (and the rest 
of the Manhattan Waterfront Greenway) 
and the Brooklyn and Queens Water¬ 
front Greenways will also bring out 
streams of cyclists, especially since they 
will connect to the City’s four East 
River bridges. However, until there is 
serious political support to secure fund¬ 
ing and land, these paths will remain a 
patchwork of discontinuous paths, bike 
lanes and marks on maps. 

The big question for cyclists is how 
much of the ambitious network of 
planned greenways will be built in the 
next decade. 


Completed NYC Greenways 

0 Bronx River Greenway 
north of Bronx Park: 3 miles 
Q Mosholu-Pelham Greenway 
The Bronx: 5 miles 
Q Pelham Parkway Greenway 
The Bronx: 9 miles 
G Ocean Parkway Greenway 
Brooklyn: 6 miles 
Shore Parkway Greenway 
Segments Brooklyn & Queens: 

® Bay Ridge 6 miles 
Jamaica Bay 15 miles 
Q Hudson River Greenway 
Manhattan: 12 miles 
Brooklyn-Queens 
Green way Segments 
Queens: 

® Forest Park 3 miles 
^ Vanderbilt Motor 
Parkway 4 miles 
© Kissena Park 1 mile 
jj) Joe Michael’s Mile 3 miles 
© Eastern Parkway Green way 
Brooklyn: 2 miles 


Completed NYC 
Greenways 


_Planned NYC 

~ ~ s " Greenways 

Note: Not shown are greenways 
without funding or approved plans 
Greenway=off street multi-use 
path only 
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NYC Greenway Background 


_ 


in Cycling 


Planned NYC Greenways 

o Bronx River Greenway The 
Bronx: 10 miles (3 miles open) 

Q Brooklyn Waterfront Greenway 
Brooklyn: 4.5 miles 
€> Eastern Parkway Extension 
of the Brooklyn-Queens 
Green way Brooklyn: 6 miles 
Q Shore Parkway Green way 
Connector Master Plan 
Brooklyn: 5 miles 

0 East River Greenway Manhattan: 
12 miles (4.5 miles open) 

© Manhattan Waterfront 
Greenway Manhattan: 

32 miles 

Q Jamaica Bay Greenway 
& Rockaway Idlewild 
Multi-Use Path Queens: 

28 miles 

© Queens East River and 
North Shore Greenway 
Queens: 8.5 miles 
Q Staten Island South 
and West Shore 
Greenways Staten Island: 

17 miles 


SSf So “ d 

; 




This year is the tenth anniversary of the City of New York’s nationally 
recognized “Greenway Master Plan.” Produced by NYC’s Department of 
City Planning, it outlines a 350-mile system of “pathways for non- 
motorized transportation along natural and constructed linear spaces.” 

A greenway is a multi-use path that is physically separated from on¬ 
street vehicular traffic. Greenways are an integral part of the city’s bike 
network and should connect to bridge paths, bike lanes and transit 
stations. As yet, none of NYC’s greenways are connected to bridges. 


The City should install on-street bike lanes and directional signs 
between the Hudson River and East River greenways and the four East 
River bridges. 

New York’s greenway construction and planning is funded through 
the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Congestion Mitigation and Air 
Quality Improvement Program, which aims to encourage bicycle com¬ 
muting and reduce automotive emissions; it is up for renewal in this 
year’s Federal transportation bill. 
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ensible Transportation 



East River Bridge Tolls Dead Again, But 
Debate Very Much Alive 


A POLITICALLY BATTERED MAYOR 
Bloomberg has shelved tolling the 
East River bridges. While new 
tolls are part of the Mayor’s “Gap Clos¬ 
ing Program,” he and his political advi¬ 
sors have concluded that there is not 
enough political capital and time to win 
tolls before the next election. 

Mayoral aides now refuse to discuss 
the tolls and the NYC DOT has vetoed 
allowing the New York Metropolitan 
Transportation Council to study them as 
part of the South Brooklyn Transporta¬ 
tion Study and other regional trans¬ 
portation studies. Insiders believe this is 
because the DOT does not want reports 
about tolls to surface at inopportune 
times before the election. 

But while tolls are politically dead 
again, killed by short-sighted Brooklyn 
and Queens city councilmembers, pub¬ 
lic interest in them remains high. Traffic 
is choking the neighborhoods around 
them, backing up on the bridges and 
clogging the central business district. 
The public wants solutions to this ongo- 


East River bridge tolls 
would be a boon to motorists 
and bridge neighborhoods 
alike. But myths abound, and 
a fair and open-minded 
review is needed to inform 
the public debate. 


ing traffic disaster, and 
transportation experts unan¬ 
imously agree that East 
River bridge tolls are a big 
part of the answer. 

But toll proponents— 
who can now point to Lon¬ 
don’s huge success with 
congestion fees—are talk¬ 
ing past politicians weaned 
on the supposedly inalien- 5 
able right to drive for free. ? 

Many myths about East 3j 
River bridge tolls persist, s 
including that they will require huge 
toll plazas that create traffic conges¬ 
tion. The Mayor should elevate the 
debate over tolls and address these 


myths by conducting a fair and open- 
minded review to answer questions 
about the costs and benefits of East 
River bridge tolls. 


Rebuilding the City 


Gov. Pushing Hard for $860 Million Tunnel 
for W. Side Highway at Ground Zero 



I N MAY, THE STATE 
Department of Trans¬ 
portation presented a 
detailed plan to put the 
ten-block stretch of West 
Street (Route 9A) near 
Ground Zero in a tunnel. 

Previously, the Mayor, 
civic groups (including 
T.A.) and Battery Park 
City residents separately 
proposed creating a grand, 
tree-lined, urban boule¬ 
vard like the Champs Ely- 
see in Paris. 

The groups support a boulevard 
south of Chambers Street because it 
will cost much less than the tunnel 
($320 million versus $980 million), be 


less complicated and take less time. 
Additionally, the tunnel proposal 
requires very long access ramps, which 
would block some intersections and 
prevent ground level pedestrian cross- 


Governor Pataki wants to spend $86o 
million to put the ten-block section of 9A 
near Ground Zero pictured here in a 
tunnel. The Mayor, civic groups and 
Battery Park City residents favor a $320 
million urban boulevard. 

ings. One urban planner deemed the 
Governor’s proposal “Ramp Way,” 
alluding to the infamous 1980s “West 
Way” plan to place all of 9A in a 
tunnel. Transit advocates fear that 
the additional $660 million required 
for the tunnel would be taken from 
Federal restoration funds now slated 
for rebuilding the South Ferry station 
of the #1 train and improving the 
tangled Fulton/Nassau subway inter¬ 
change. 
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New Tolls A Huge 
Success in London 

The Lesson for NYC? 


T HE APRIL 20 NEW YORK TIMES 
Magazine called it the “Day the 
Traffic Disappeared.” Now more 
than two months after $8 tolls 
were placed on all streets entering cen¬ 
tral London, traffic there has declined 
20%, buses are carrying more people 
much faster and delivery trucks are 
making record time. Traffic on roads 
surrounding the “pricing zone” remains 
steady and public support for the pric¬ 
ing scheme high. One cyclist described 
post-pricing London as a “New Nirvana 
for bicyclists.” The tolls are in place 
Monday-Friday, 7 am-6:30 pm. 

Interestingly, Londons transporta¬ 
tion mix and land use closely resemble 
that of New York City. So what can we 
learn from London’s pricing experiment? 


First, there is no doubt that road 
pricing can work extremely well in a 
giant, complicated city to reduce traffic 
and help vastly improve bus service. 

Second, the technology London is 
using to toll streets is vastly superior to E- 
ZPass and would allow New York City to 
toll East River bridges without toll 
plazas. It would also allow fees to be col¬ 
lected easily from vehicles crossing south 
of 60th Street in Manhattan. London uses 
a few hundred computerized cameras, 
which automatically bill an account 
linked to the license plate of every car 
driving in the pricing zone. Motorists cre¬ 
ate an account in person at local newspa¬ 
per stands, by e-mail or using their cell 
phones, by far the most popular option. 
Accounts can be created after a vehicle 



London’s road pricing experience has 
proven that pricing can work in big cities 
to reduce traffic and improve bus service. 

travels in the zone, up to 10 pm on the 
day of travel. Currently, 95% of motorists 
entering the zone are paying the fee. 

There are no technical obstacles to 
introducing London-style pricing in New 
York City. The City could implement a 
road pricing system within 18 months. So 
will NYC soon be following London’s 
lead? Not likely. Despite the fact that 
Mayor Mike Bloomberg favors tolling the 
East River bridges, there are enormous 
political obstacles to doing so and to 
charging vehicles to enter the central 
business district of Manhattan south of 
60th Street. 


The Politics of Road Pricing: NYC Versus London 


The Mayor’s Authority to 
Impose Tolls 

LONDON: Mayor Ken Livingstone given 
right to impose tolls by the national 
government in 1999. No other approval 
required. 

NYC: Mayor Mike Bloomberg must get the 
approval of the City Council and/or state 
legislature and governor. The Queens and 
Brooklyn delegation to the council are 
adamantly opposed to East River bridge 
tolls, as are suburban state legislators and 
the governor. 

Constituency for 
Tolling/Pricing? 

LONDON: Big business supported tolls. 
Plus, the Mayor sold tolling as a way to 
substantially improve bus service for the 
working class and poor, his core 
constituents. 

NYC: All of the major newspapers, 
environmentalists and transportation 
experts support tolls. However, major 
unions, middle class voters and most 
elected officials in the two most populous 
boroughs oppose tolls. Big 



Left: London Mayor Ken Livingston 
Right: NYC Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
Bloomberg faces much greater political 
obstacles to road pricing than Livingston. 

and small businesses are currently 
neutral. Even in Manhattan, where the 
public would benefit enormously from 
reductions in traffic, three of its six city 
councilmembers oppose tolls. 

Pricing to Unsnarl Traffic or 
Raise Money? 

LONDON: Pricing is seen as a way to 
unsnarl traffic and improve bus service, 
especially for working class, Livingstone 
voters, who take the bus from the outer 
boroughs into the center city. All money 
raised from the pricing scheme must go to 
transportation improvements. 


NYC: 99% of the political impetus for East 
River bridge tolls is as a new source of 
revenue for a city in a dire fiscal crisis. Toll 
revenue would likely go to fill the budget 
gap, not transportation. 

Election Issue? 

LONDON: Mayor Ken Livingstone made 
road pricing and unsnarling traffic a 
central issue of his campaign. All of his 
opponents also supported the pricing 
scheme, though not as soon. 

NYC: Neither Bloomberg nor his 
opponents emphasized traffic reduction 
or called for tolling in their campaigns. 
Doing so would be considered suicidal. 

Fragmentation of 
Tolling Authority 

LONDON: Transport for London, a mayoral 
agency, sets rates. All revenue goes to the 
City of London. 

NYC: The MTA and Port Authority have 
their own tolled bridges and tunnels and 
set their own toll rates. The MTA is con¬ 
trolled by the governor and the Port 
Authority by the governors of New York 
and New Jersey. 
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TA Defends Car-Free Hours! 



T .A.’S BROOKLYN COMMIT- 
tee staged two 6 am car- 
free Prospect Park defense 
actions at the end of 
April, and earned immediate 
results for their work. Defenders 
put their bodies on the park 
drives’ barricades to block motor 
vehicles from illegally entering 
Prospect Park before 7 am. The 
actions came in response to con¬ 
tinued complaints that motorists 
are violating car-free hours in the 
early morning and that police are 
doing nothing to stop them. In 
fact, many of the drivers illegally 
entering the park are Police and 
Parks Department employees! 

T.A. captured great media g 
coverage for the events—all of % 
the local papers and many local i 
television stations. The 78th | 
Precinct, responsible for polic¬ 
ing Prospect Park, called T.A. to say 
that we had made it more aware of the 
problem and that its officers would 


In April, T.A.’s Brooklyn Committee 
won better enforcement of car-free 
hours in Prospect Park. 

the park tripled in size to a regu¬ 
lar contingent of about 30 offi¬ 
cers, with seven in the park at 
any given time. 

The Prospect Park Adminis¬ 
trator, Tupper Thomas, said that 
she would remind Parks em¬ 
ployees that they were not per¬ 
mitted to drive through the park 
in their private vehicles during 
car-free hours. Employees are offi¬ 
cially required to enter the 
employee parking lot at the 3rd 
Street entrance off of Prospect 
Park West. 

Councilmember David Yassky, 
guest speaker at April’s T.A. meet¬ 
ing, urged T.A. to keep on pushing 
the car-free park issue and reiterat¬ 
ed his support for a full three-month car- 
free trial in Prospect Park during the 
summer of 2004. 


immediately begin conducting greater 
enforcement of car-free hours in the 
park. Starting May 1, police presence in 


Celebrate Central Park’s 150th B-Day 
with Car-Free Early Mornings 



T he central park conservancy and 
Parks Department have a summer 
of celebratory events planned to 
commemorate the park’s 150th anniver¬ 
sary. Events include cutting cake and 
singing happy birthday with the mayor 
and the president’s wife, art projects, 
conferences, art exhibits and sporting 
events. But to make the birthday a truly 
happy one for park users, the Parks 
Department should do two easy things: 

1. Create a weekday early morning car- 
free and overnight period similar to that 
of Prospect Park. Car-free weekday peri¬ 
ods should be extended to 10 am to 3 
pm and 7 pm to 8 am. This would give 
the large number of early morning park 
users a respite from speeding cars. Traffic 
volume before 8 am in the park is light. 


Columbus Avenue in 1993 (left) and 
after (right) it was reclaimed as park 
space. The Parks Department should 
celebrate Central Park’s 150th by 
reclaiming the W 85th, W 90th and 
E 102nd Street entrances. 

2. Reclaim and landscape selected 
motor vehicle entrances. During the 
1990s, the Central Park Conservancy 
removed the roadway and turned blacktop 
into greenery at the Columbus Circle and 
Frederick Douglas Circle entrances. It also 
closed the Grand Army Plaza/5th Avenue 
entrance to through traffic. Similarly, the 
Parks Department and Conservancy 
should move to reclaim the West 85 th 
Street and West 90th Street and East 
102nd Street entrances as park space. 


CAR FREE CENTRAL PARK 

Give us a Car-Free Central Park! 

American Lung Association 
Audubon Society/New York City Chapter 

Central Park Track Club 

City Club of New York 

Environmental Defense 

Green Guerillas 

Moving Comfort Running Club 

Municipal Arts Society 

Natural Resources Defense Council 

New York City Environmental 

Justice Alliance 

New York Cycle Club 

New York Flyers Running Club 

New York League of Conservation Voters 

New York Public Interest Research Group 

Regional Plan Association 

Sierra Club/New York City Chapter 

Straphangers Campaign 

Tri-State Transportation Campaign 

West Harlem Environmental Action 

Three-month trial car-free period for 
Central Park! 

Gifford Miller, Speaker, New York City Council* 
Eva Moskowitz, City Councilmember 
Gale Brewer, City Councilmember 
Betsy Gotbaum, Public Advocate 

*Strongly supports completely car-free park. 
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NEW JERSEY 

New Jersey Pedestrian Fatalities Soar 

The number of walkers killed 
by motorists in New Jersey 
increased by 37% in 2002. 

State officials have no explana¬ 
tion for why 184 pedestrians 
were killed in 2002 versus 134 
in 2001. But an assistant Mid¬ 
dlesex County prosecutor 
interviewed by the Newark 
Star Ledger blamed the victims. “Pedestrians get killed for all 
different reasons and most of the time the pedestrians con¬ 
tribute to the cause or are at fault,” said Nick Sewitch. How¬ 
ever, an April 1999 study by the group Right of Way of 947 
NYC pedestrian deaths found motorists completely at fault in 
75% of pedestrian deaths and at least partially at fault in 90% 
of pedestrian fatalities. No similar analysis of New Jersey 
pedestrian deaths has been conducted. 


CONNECTICUT 



Connecticut DOT Still Obsessed 
with Widening I-95 

ConnDOT has revived plans plan to convert 12 miles of the 
1-95 shoulder into rush hour travel lanes. The added lanes 
would stretch from Exit 8 in Stamford to Exit 18 in Westport. 
The proposed widening comes as Connecticut has been unable 
to meet a 1997 state mandate to reduce peak period vehicle 
miles traveled by 5% on 1-95, the Merritt Parkway and Route 
1. Over that period, Vehicle miles traveled actually increased 
by 5%. The proposed widening is meeting fierce opposition 
from elected officials, transportation advocates and the gener¬ 
al public, many of whom fought the same plan when it was 
first announced in 2000. A final decision on the project will 
likely come in 2004. 

NEW YORK 

More Metro North Parking 
Mania Fuels Driving 

The MTA is spending $10 million a year building parking for 
Metro North commuters. Since 1997, Metro North parking 
has grown 26%; the railroad built 7,300 new spaces and local¬ 


ities 1,500 spaces. 

During the same 
period, Metro North 
ridership grew just 
over 10%. Metro 
North firmly believes 
that building more 
parking is the key to 
increasing ridership. But a NJ Transit study found that most 
of its new commuter rail parking was used up by current rid¬ 
ers who started driving instead of taking transit, walking or 
being dropped off at the station. Watchdog groups like the 
Tri-State Transportation Campaign say that instead of build¬ 
ing costly new parking, Metro North should charge more for 
existing parking, improve walking and cycling routes around 
train stations and provide shuttle bus service. 

NYC Extends Strong HOV Policy 

The New York City DOT and the State DOT recently opened 
the last 2.1 miles of the Long Island Expressway as an HOV 
lane leading to the Queens-Midtown Tunnel. Previously, the 
special lane—part of the east-bound L.I.E., was open only to 
buses. But a movable barrier similar to that used on the Tap- 
pan Zee Bridge has made it safe for cars. Transportation offi¬ 
cials require cars using the lane to have three or more passen¬ 
gers, mirroring the rule for the heavily used Gowanus 
Expressway HOV lane. The three plus rule makes sense for 
Manhattan-bound corridors that see significant bus traffic. It 
should be applied to other radial corridors where HOV lanes 
are in force or being considered. 



Cars No. l NYC Area Air Polluter 

Though local politicians prefer to focus on Midwest power 
plants, the American Lung Association says that local 
motorists are the main source of ozone causing pollutants. In 
New York and New Jersey, motor vehicles emit 60% of total 
nitrogen oxides and 43% of volatile organic compounds. 
Indeed, because of the popularity of SUVs and light trucks, 
vehicle fuel economy in the United States reached a 22-year 
low in 2002. 

Read the Tri-State Transportation Campaign’s 
weekly “Mobilizing The Region” at tstc.org/bulletin 
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City Planning Knows What Cyclists Need 


T he department of city plan- 
ning’s Bicycle Program is respon¬ 
sible for planning NYC’s network 
of bike lanes, greenways and bridge 
paths as well as recommending new 
laws, zoning changes and other city 
rules that will make cycling safer and 
easier and encourage more people 
to take to bikes. During the 1990s, 
the agency produced the “New York 
City Bicycle Master Plan” (1997, with 
the DOT) and “A Greenway Plan for 
New York City” (1993), plus two 
insightful documents on cycling safety 
and bike parking (see photos). These 
documents are official City policy. 
Unfortunately, though, implementing 
agencies, like the DOT and Citywide 
Administrative Services (see page 18), 
often ignore City Planning’s recom¬ 
mendations. 

Two of City Planning’s great recom¬ 
mendations include curb extension with 
sheltered bicycle parking and physically 
separated bicycle lanes. See “New York 
City Bicycle Parking Needs” (1999) 
and“Making Streets Safer for Cycling: 
Strategies for Improved Bicycle Safety” 

(1999). 



Right: DCP’s proposal of curb extension 
with sheltered bicycle parking shows 
that eight bicycles can park in the area 
of one parking space. See DCP’s “New 
York City Bicycle Parking Needs” (1999). 

The DOT proposed this City Planning 
design for the corner of North 7th Street 
and Bedford Avenue in Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn, where there is a severe lack 
of on-street bike parking. Because one 
local business opposed it (it feared the 
loss of one car parking space would ruin 
business), the community board also 
opposed the plan. 


Include Indoor Bike Parking 
in Zoning Regulations 


A ccording to the department of 
City Planning, the lack of secure 
bike parking is the biggest deter¬ 
rent to potential bike commuters. Thus, 
guaranteeing secure bike parking is the 
most effective way to get more people to 
bike to work. 

The City Planning Board can change 
zoning regulations to require indoor 
bike parking. Its 2001 re-zoning of 
Long Island City, Queens made 
“enclosed, accessible and secure” bike 
parking a requirement in new commer¬ 
cial developments. Now, T.A. is work¬ 
ing with City Planning’s Brooklyn office 
to ensure that Downtown Brooklyn’s re¬ 
zoning includes requirements for secure 
indoor bike parking in new commercial 
developments. 

Instead of working neighborhood by 
neighborhood, City Planning should 


make a citywide zoning change requiring 
indoor bike parking in all new commer¬ 
cial buildings. Its 1999 “Bicycle Parking 
Needs Study” recommends making 
“bicycle parking an ‘as-of-right’ 
requirement for all new buildings 
proposed for high density districts.” 

This means that new buildings con¬ 
forming to existing zoning would 
have to include bike parking. New 
York could look to San Francisco, 
where the City Planning Code requires 
that new and renovated commercial 
buildings and all garages provide indoor 
bike parking. 

Write to: 

Amanda Burden 
Director, NYC DCP 
22 Reade Street 
New York, NY 10007-1216 
nyc.gov/html/mail/html/maildcp.html 


Left: DCP’s recommendation of 
physically separated bicycle lane 
calls for bollards, rubberized 
curbs and raised markings that 
can be used to define bike lanes 
physically, like the one pictured 
here on Broadway in Herald 
Square. See DCP’s “Making Streets 
Safer for Cycling: Strategies for 
Improved Bicycle Safety” (1999). 
Physically separated lanes increase 
cyclist safety by preventing 
motorists from double parking 
and driving in the bike lane. 



City Planning should make a citywide 
zoning change requiring indoor bike 
parking in all new commercial buildings. 
Proposing changes in small areas, such 
as Downtown Brooklyn, which is a tiny 
section of NYC, is extremely inefficient. 
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City Should Help Cyclists Get 
Building Access, Not Hinder 


iycling News 


I N MARCH, T.A. MET WITH THE NYC 
Department of Citywide Adminis¬ 
trative Services—the agency that 
owns and manages 53 municipal build¬ 
ings—and asked it to create a policy 
that would allow tenants to bring their 
bicycles inside. In April, eight city 
councilmembers sent a letter to City¬ 
wide Administrative Services’ Commis¬ 
sioner, Martha Hirst, urging the agency 
to “initiate a program that would allow 
employees in City-owned buildings to 
take their bikes [in]to work.” But in a 
May New York Times article, the agency 
said that it is not considering the coun¬ 
cilmembers’ request. And, a week later, 
it reversed a ten-year old policy of 
allowing Municipal Building tenants to 
bring their bicycles inside. 

Citywide Administrative Services’ 
lack of a bicycle access policy is a 
telling disconnect between the City’s 


T.A. ON-LINE POLL: “Has your bike 
ever been stolen or vandalized?” 


° 22% never park 
their bikes 
outside 


* 20% have 
been lucky 



official Bicycle Master Plan and 
how it actually treats cyclists. In 
1991, the Department of Gener¬ 
al Services (Citywide Adminis¬ 
trative Services’ predecessor) had 
a policy that allowed city work¬ 
ers to bring their bikes inside. 

This policy was discontinued 
when General Services became 
Citywide Administrative Ser¬ 
vices in 1996. In 1999, the 
Department of City Planning’s 
“Bicycle Survey Report” revealed 
that the lack of secure indoor 
bike parking is the biggest 
obstacle to potential bike com¬ 
muters and its “Bicycle Parking 
Needs Study” recommended that 
Citywide Administrative Services 
establish a policy allowing its tenants 
to park their bicycles inside. 

Citywide Administrative Services 

-x should create a policy 

that allows tenants to 
bring bikes inside City- 
owned building, set 
guidelines about safe 
storage and let individual 
superintendents and ten¬ 
ants find site-specific 
solutions to indoor bike 
parking. Anecdotally, the 
four Borough Halls; 
Manhattan’s Criminal 
Court; Bronx, Queens 
and Staten Island Family 
Courts; the DFMC 



u 58% have 
had their 
bikes stolen 
or vandalized 


I N APRIL, BROOKLYN COUNCILMEMBER 
David Yassky introduced legislation 
that would require all commercial 
buildings to allow their tenants to bring 
bicycles inside. If enacted, this bill 
would eliminate would-be cyclists’ 
biggest obstacle, the lack of secure park¬ 
ing. Unlike most other big U.S. cities, 
bicycles in NYC parked outside are 
inevitably stolen or vandalized. The bill, 
Intro 458, was referred to the Council’s 
Housing and Buildings Committee. 

In 1999, then Councilmember and 


now Bronx Borough President, Adolfo 
Carrion, introduced similar legislation 
that mandated that bicycles be allowed 
in freight elevators. This bill was also 
referred to the Housing and Buildings 
Committee but was strongly opposed by 
the Building Owners and Managers 
Association and was never reviewed in a 
committee hearing. 

In introducing the new bill, 
Councilmember Yassky took a welcome 
first step. To get a hearing and affirma¬ 
tive vote, his bill needs a political push 


Some City buildings informally allow 
secure indoor bike parking. The City 
should officially allow tenants’ bikes in 
all buildings. 

Trades Shops in Brooklyn and four other 
City buildings currently allow tenants’ 
bicycles inside. Write to Department of 
Administrative Services’ Commissioner, 
Marth Hirst and tell her that the City 
should allow bicycles back in the Munici¬ 
pal Building and its thirty other buildings. 


Commissioner Martha Hirst 
NYC Department of Citywide 
Administrative Services 
1 Centre Street 
New York, NY 10007 

nyc.gov/html/mail/html/maildcas.html 


City Councilmember Yassky Introduces 
Bikes in Commercial Buildings Bill 


from Mayor Bloomberg, City Council 
Speaker Miller or a large coalition of 
City Councilmembers. 

Write to: 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
City Hall 

New York, NY 10007 
nyc.gov/html/mail/html/mayor.html 

City Council Speaker Gifford Miller 
City Hall 

New York, NY 10007 
miller@council.nyc.ny.us 
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cycling News 

Electeds Call on DOT to 
Make Brooklyn Side of the 
Manhattan Bridge Safe 


I N APRIL, BROOKLYN CITY COUNCIL- 
member David Yassky wrote to DOT 
Commissioner Iris Weinshall and 
asked her to make the Brooklyn side of 
the Manhattan Bridge safe and conven¬ 
ient for bicyclists and pedestrians. State 
Senator Martin Connor sent a similar let¬ 
ter in June 2002. The elected officials 
asked the DOT to install crosswalks, stop 
signs and stop bars—essentially, the 
agency’s own permanent plan. The Man¬ 
hattan side of the bridge has been much 
safer since the DOT implemented these 
safety measures in Fall of 2001. 

Instead of implementing its own 
plan, the DOT expects cyclists and 
pedestrians to use a quarter-mile long 
detour that requires cyclists to dismount 
for a block. The vast majority of path 
users ignore this detour. The DOT 
should follow its original plan and 
install the stop signs, crosswalks and 
pedestrian crossing signs immediately. 

Despite the danger on the Brooklyn 
side, cycling use of the bridge has sky¬ 
rocketed since the DOT conducted its 
last safety evaluation in August 2001. 
The number of cyclists crossing the 
Manhattan Bridge between 7 am and 10 



The DOT’S permanent plan for the 
Brooklyn side of the Manhattan Bridge 
includes signs and markings (in red) that 
would greatly increase safety. 

am on an average August day has 
increased from 11 to 152. Everyday, 
1,000 people bike and walk over the 
bridge, the vast majority of them biking 
and walking along Jay Street. 

Tell the DOT that it is time for it to 
improve bicycle and pedestrian safety 
and install its permanent sign plan. 

Write to: 

Commissioner Iris Weinshall 
NYC DOT 
40 Worth Street 
New York, NY 10017 


Disabled Group Says 
Williamsburg Bridge 
Bumps Violate Federal Law 



Willi B’s bumps endanger path users. 


N APRIL, T.A. VISITED THE WILLIAM- 
burg Bridge bicycle and pedestrian 
path with staff from the Eastern Par¬ 
alyzed Veterans Association to deter¬ 
mine whether its twenty-six metal 
bumps comply with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. The new path opened in 
December 2002 and is used by 1,500 
cyclists and pedestrians every day. Path 
users dislike the bumps because they are 
precarious and jarring to bicycle over, 
and dangerously slippery when wet. 

The Veterans Association concluded 
that, according to the U.S. Department 
of Justice’s “ADA Standards for Acces¬ 
sible Design,” the steep-sided, two- 
inch high bumps violate the Americans 
with Disabilities Act because the slope 
of the bumps is too severe and could 
cause someone in a wheelchair, a pedes¬ 
trian or a bicyclist to crash. 

Ironically, the DOT’s Web site states 
that, “The new footpath/bikeway 
complies with all regulations under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act.” 
It does not. 


Re-Mark Safety Symbols on the Brooklyn Bridge 


THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE 
bicycle and pedestrian path 
is the busiest bicycle and 
pedestrian crossing in New 
York City. Nearly 3,500 
pedestrians and 1,600 
cyclists cross the bridge 
between 7 am and 7 pm 
every weekday. With sight¬ 
seers gazing at the city sky¬ 
line and cyclists headed to 
work or home, it is crucial that bridge 
users know which side of the path to 
use. However, once again, the wooden 
path’s pedestrian and bicycle stencils 
have worn away and path users—many 
of them visitors to NYC—are left in 
dangerous confusion. With summer 
crowds beginning to arrive, it is time for 



The Brooklyn Bridge path’s stencils are dangerously 
faded (left). The DOT needs to re-paint them (right). 


the DOT to repaint the stencils. Please 
remember: The south side of the path is 
for pedestrians and the north for cyclists. 


Write to: 

DOT Commissioner Iris Weinshall 
40 Worth Street 
New York, NY 10007 


Write to: 

DOT Commissioner Iris Weinshall 
40 Worth Street 
New York, NY 10001 


Say What? 

The D 07 "’s May 2003 response to 
the flurry of letters and e-mail about the 
hazard and discomfort caused by 
the Williamsburg Bridge bumps: 

“Our agency will make two changes on the 
path to make crossing the joints easier. By 
the middle of May, Bridge Operations will 
complete painting all 24 joints yellow to 
draw special attention to them. Additional¬ 
ly, this action will be supplemented by the 
installation of standard warning signs to 
further alert path users to the presence of 
the joints. 

Sincerely, 

NYC DOT Customer Service” 
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.ycling News 


DOT on Bike Lane Spree! 


T his spring, the nyc department 
of Transportation’s industrious 
bicycle unit striped nine new 
bike lanes. 

Five lanes make key connections in 
the bike network: New lanes in The 
Bronx connect to the Triboro and Wash¬ 
ington Bridges. The team extended the 
Sunset Connector in Brooklyn one-and- 
a-half miles and connected the Vander¬ 
bilt Motor Parkway and Joe Michael’s 
Mile Greenways with new lanes in 
Queens. Good work DOT. 

Two of the new lanes are part of 

New Bike Lanes in WYC 


neighborhood traffic calming projects in 
Manhattan Beach, Brooklyn and White- 
stone, Queens. Adding a bike lane to a 
street makes the motor vehicle lane nar¬ 
rower, slowing drivers and making traf¬ 
fic safer. Thanks DOT. 

However, two bike lanes do not yet 
connect to any greenways, bridges, tran¬ 
sit stations or existing bike lanes. 

The DOT’s zeal for new bike lanes is 
impressive. T.A. hopes that it will be 
carried over to other important cycling 
objectives, such as creating secure bike 
parking at workplaces and improving 
bridge access. 


DOT Confronts Potholes 

As every city cyclist knows, this winter left NYC’s 
streets riddled with potholes. The New York 
Daily News devoted twelve daily columns to the 
“Pothole of the Day” in April and May. In April, 
the DOT launched a ten-day blitz, filling 17,000 
craters. Because of the City’s fiscal crisis, the 
more potholes the DOT fills, the less money it 
has for needed street repaving. To prevent pot¬ 
holes, the City should be repaving 1,500 miles of 
street a year, but it will be lucky to pave 1,000. 

Join T.A.’s Operation Hazard ID. E-mail 
volunteer@transalt.org or call 212-629-8080. 

To report a pothole call 311. 


NAME 

LOCATION 

COMMENT ^ 

Shore Road, 1.5 miles 

Colonial Road, 1.25 miles 

Oriental Boulevard, .75 miles 

East 56th Street, 1.5 miles 

St. Ann’s Avenue, 1.5 miles 

Univ Ave/Edward L. Grant Hwy, 1 miles 
Utopia Parkway, 1 miles 

Alley Pnd Pk-J M’s Mile Connector, 2.5 mile' 
^Arlene Street, 1 miles 

Bklyn: 72nd St-ioist St 

Bklyn: Oliver St-72nd St 

Bklyn: Norfolk St-West End Ave 
Bklyn: Farragut Road & Ave T 
Bronx: E 161st St-E 132nd St 
Bronx: Tremont Ave-E 167th St 
Qns: Willets Point Blvd-26th Ave 
Qns: Alley Pond Park-J M’s Mile 

SI: Lamberts Ave-Signs Rd 

Extends Sunset Park Connector south 

Extends Sun Pk Conn; Northbound companion to Shore Rd 

Part of traffic calming project & NYC Bike Master Plan 

No connection to bicycling infrastructure; Part of Bike Master Plan 
Connection to Triboro Bridge; Part of NYC Bike Master Plan 
Connection to Washington Bridge; Part of NYC Bike Master Plan 
Part of traffic calming project & NYC Bike Master Plan 

Part of Bldyn-Qns Greenway plan 

No connection to bicycling infrastructure; Part of Bike Master Plan, 



Cyclists Get Some TLC 


I N MAY, THE NYC TAXI AND LIMOUSINE 
Commission revealed a new tool to 
stop taxi passengers from opening 
doors in front of cyclists. The agency’s 
new Passenger Information Sticker fea¬ 
tures prominent graphics (designed by 
T.A.) instructing passengers to “Watch 
For Bicyclists” and “Exit Curbside.” The 
new Passenger Information Sticker will 
be displayed in all 12,000 of NYC’s 
taxicabs. 

According to the Department of 
City Planning, “dooring” is the most 
common cause of cycling crashes in 
New York City. Based on City Plan¬ 
ning’s statistics, T.A. estimates that 
1,000 cyclists are “doored” each year, 
resulting in hundreds of broken bones 
and three to four deaths. 

In April, cyclist safety also improved 
with the expansion of the Taxi Commis¬ 
sion’s Taxi TV program. Taxi TV, now in 
400 yellow cabs, includes a well-made 
public safety announcement instructing 
passengers to check for cyclists before 
disembarking. While the Taxi TV public 
service announcement is very good, it 


PLEASE REMEMBER TO- 


T.A.-designed safety graphics on the new 
Taxi Commission passenger info stickers, 
which will go in all taxicabs. 

rotates with other safety messages and 
does not reach every taxi passenger dur¬ 
ing every taxi trip, nor is it timed to 
show as passengers disembark. 

Write to Taxi Commission Com¬ 
missioner Matthew Daus and tell him 
that the Taxi Commission should 
install “anti-dooring” stickers on 
all taxicab partitions. These will be 
both a constant and timely reminder to 
taxi passengers to check for cyclists 
and on-coming traffic before opening 


EXIT 

CURBSIDE 


TAKE YOUR 

RECEIPT 


TAKE YOUR 
BELONGINGS 


WATCH FOR 

a 1 cyclist a 



a 

m 

hi 


their doors. Placed on the taxi’s parti¬ 
tion, passengers will see the stickers 
during every cab ride, including when 
they pass money through the partition 
to pay cab drivers and prepare to 
disembark. 

Write to: 

Matthew Daus, Commissioner, TLC 
40 Rector Street, 5th Floor 
New York, NY 10006 
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LAW OFFICE OF 

ADAM D. WHITE, ESQ. 

305 Broadway, Suite 1101 

(BETWEEN DUANE AND THOMAS) 

New York, NY 10007 
212 - 577-9710 

adamlaw@earthlink.net 

HANDLING 
CYCLING ACCIDENTS 
AND YOUR 

OTHER LEGAL PROBLEMS 

- Free Consultation - 

No Recovery No Fee 
Affordable Rates 
Fellow Cyclist Sc City Resident 
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MANHATTAN 

RICKSHAW 

COMPANY 


Reservations accepted for weekend 
and weekday evening pedicab service 

■ Sensible 

• Affordable 

• Magical 

www.manhattanrickshaw.com 




CYCLING 

ACCIDENT 



All Personal Injury and Accidents 

Trial Attorney/Cyclist 

"... a bike-savvy lawyer" 

- Mountain Bike magazine. May 1998 

Protecting the Rights 
of Injured Cyclists 

Law Offices of 

Robert S. Fader 

1-800-796-5657 cyclelaw@aol.com 
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Seoul to Raze Elevated 
Highway and Restore 
Riverfront 

FULFILLING A CENTRAL CAMPAIGN PROM- 
ise, new Seoul Mayor Lee Mung-Bak is 
moving forward with the restoration of a 
riverfront in downtown Seoul tearing 
down an elevated highway and building a 
Bus Rapid Transit corridor. Seoul is also 
testing articulated buses and expects to 
replace all of the city’s diesel buses with 
CNG models by 2006. The city has lofty 



Seoul is tearing down a central highway 
(top) to restore the riverfront and install a 
bus rapid transit system (bottom). 


modal shift targets, including a 50% 
reduction in private vehicle use by 2005. 
The cornerstone of this dramatic new 
vision is the restoration of the Cheong- 
gyecheon, an 84-meter wide river run¬ 
ning through central Seoul’s Dongdae- 
mun district. Once the center of a diverse 
urban landscape, the river was gradually 
polluted with a toxic mix of chemicals 
including lead, methane, chromium and 
nitrogen monoxide. Then, between 1958 
and 1978, it was covered with concrete 
and the city built the Cheonggyechen 
elevated highway over it. The highway 
cuts through the center of Seoul and has 
long diminished the quality of life for 
residents of South Korea’s capital city. 
Mayor Lee will take down the six-lane 
highway, decontaminate the Cheong- 


gyecheon and create a park and wide 
pedestrian corridor on the shores of the 
river in its place. The destruction of the 
Cheongguecheon highway is part of Mr. 
Lee’s redevelopment strategy for the 
entire area north of the Han River, which 
he hopes will become Seoul’s economic, 
cultural and environmental center. 

-ITDP 

Sports Utility Vehicles, 

Pickups and Minivans Now 
50% of US Vehicle Sales 

AT THE NEW YORK INTERNATIONAL AUTO 
Show, it was announced that sports util¬ 
ity vehicles, pickups and minivans now 
make up 50% of US vehicle sales. The 
vehicles on sale in the US this year are 
the heaviest vehicles on record since 
World War II. More vehicles were sold 
in the US in the last two years than at 
any other time in history, over 17.2 mil¬ 
lion per year. 

-ITDP 

Car Fuel Efficiency Plummets 

THE AVERAGE FUEL ECONOMY OF CARS 
and trucks in the United States fell to 
its lowest level in 22 years in the 
2002 model year, according to the 
Environmental Protection Agency. The 
technological and engineering leaps 
of the past two decades have been 
poured into everything but fuel econo¬ 
my, the agency’s statistics made clear. 
In the 2002 model year, U.S. vehicles 
went an average of 20.4 miles on a 
gallon of gasoline, the lowest figure 
since 1980, when it was 19-2 miles a 
gallon. Efficiency has been declining 
steadily since the 1988 peak of 22.1 
miles a gallon. 

-NY Times 

Surge in Consumer 
Dissatisfaction With Car 
Fuel Efficiency 

ACCORDING TO A CLOSELY WATCHED 
survey of initial quality by J. D. Power 
and Associates released in May, fuel 
consumption was the second most 
common driver complaint industry 


wide, the highest ranking for fuel con¬ 
sumption in the 17 years of the annual 
survey; it had never before cracked the 
top five. 

-NY Times 



Walking Here? 

Americans Want To 

A NATIONAL POLL RELEASED LAST WEEK BY 
the Surface Transportation Policy Project 
found support among Americans for 
measures to make walking more possi¬ 
ble, safer and pleasant. 68% favor devot¬ 
ing more federal dollars to improve the 
pedestrian environment, even within a 
constrained budget. 55% chose walking, 
given a choice between walking more 
and driving more. Policies that would 
make streets friendlier for walkers found 
strong support in the poll: 

84%: Design Streets for Slower 
Traffic Speeds 

74%: Fund Safe Routes to School 

Less than one percent of federal 
transportation dollars are spent to pro¬ 
tect pedestrians, but 12 percent of U.S. 
traffic deaths are people killed while 
walking. 

—Surface Transportation Policy Project 

Dogs Bust Cars In Munich 

A PACK OF FRENZIED DOGS ATTACKED SIX 
parked cars in Munich in March, caus¬ 
ing panic among residents woken by the 
disturbance, the police said. Fenders, 
mud flaps and license plates were torn 
off. “It sounded like the cars were being 
broken into,” said Gunther Sailler, 63, a 
local goldsmith. “It was incredible. One 
of them leaped again and again with 
unbelievable force into the side of a car 
and bit into it like a lunatic.” 

—Reuters 
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ike to Transit 


TRAINS 


Amtrak 800-872-7245, amtrak.com. No permit. Bicy¬ 
cles travel only in baggage cars. You may put your 
bike on an earlier train and pick it up when you 
arrive (no tandems). Bicycles usually must be boxed. 
$5 fee each way. Roll-on service at most stops on 
“Adirondack” trains. Call for reservations. 

Long Island Railroad 718-558-8228, mta.info. Need 
permit; pick up from Penn or Grand Central Sta¬ 
tions. $5 one-time fee. Limit two bikes per car, four 
bikes per train. Wkdy OB: departing Penn Station 9 
am -3 pm and 8 pm -7 am. Wkdy IB: arriving 10 
am -4 pm and 7 pm-6 am. Wkends and Holidays: 
see permit. 

Metro North 212-532-4900, MTA.INF0. Need permit; 
pick up from Grand Central, window # 27 . $5 one¬ 
time fee. Limit two bikes per car, four bikes per train. 
Port Jarvis line—get NJ Transit pass. Wkdy OB: 
departing Grand Central 9 am -3 pm and 8:15 pm-6 
am. Wkdy IB: arriving 10 am -4 pm and 7 pm-6 am. 
Wkend: no restrictions. Holidays: See permit. 

New Jersey Transit 973-762-5100, njtransit.com. No 
permit. Wkdy OB: departing Penn Station 9:30 am- 
4 pm and 7 pm -5 am. Wkdy IB: arriving 9:30 am -4 
pm and 7 pm -5 am. Wkend: no restrictions. Holi¬ 
days: see permit. 

NY Transit (subway) mta.info. No permit. Be con¬ 
siderate and use ends of train cars. A few stations’ 
gates limit bike entry/exit at times. 

PATH 800-234-PATH/201-216-6247, PANYNJ.GOV. No 
permit. Wkdy OB/IB: 9:30 am- 3:30 pm and 6:30 
pm- 6:30 am. 

SEPTA 215-580-7800, SEPTA.ORG. Bikes permitted on 
regional rail, Norristown, Market-Frankford, Broad 
St. lines. Off-peak travel only. 

Staten Island Railroad 718-966-SIRT, mta.info. No 

permit. Wkdys OB/IB: departing 9 am -3 pm and 7 
pm -4 am. 
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BUSES 


Academy 212-962-1122, academybus.com. No fee. 
Adirondack/Pine Hill Trailways 800-225-6815, 

trailways.com. No fee. Travels in luggage bay if space 
available. Box required. 

Bieber 610-683-7333, biebertourways.com. $5/bike. 
Remove wheel. 

Bonanza 800 -age bay. 

Capitol 717-233-7673, CAPIT0LTRAILWAYS.COM. No fee. 
Box required. 

CT Limo 203-878-6867, ctlimo.com. No fee. Box 
required. 

DeCamp 973-783-7500, decamp.com. No bikes. 
Greyhound 800-231-2222, greyhound.com. $ 15 /bike. 
Provide your own box or $ 10 . 

Hampton Jitney 800-936-0440, hamptonjitney.com. 

$ 10 /bike. Travels in luggage bay. 

Lakeland 973-366-0600, lakelandbus.com. No bikes. 
Liberty Lines 914-813-7777, libertylines.com. No 
bikes. 

LI BUS 516-542-0100, mta.nyc.ny.gov. No bikes. 

MTA 718-445-3100, mta.nyc.ny.gov. Seasonal on QBxl 
over Whitestone Bridge. 

Martz Trailways 800-233-8604, martztrailways.com. 
No fee. Provide your own box. 

NJ Transit 800-777-3606/973-491-9400, 
njtransit.com. No fee. Luggage bays on 
northern Jersey division. 


Olympia Trails 212-964-6233, olympiabus.com. No fee. 
Peter Pan 800-343-9999, peterpanbus.com. No fee. 
Travels in luggage bay. Box required. 

Red & Tan Lines 201-384-2400, redandtanlines.com. 
No bikes. 

Shortline 800-631-8405, shortlinebus.com. 

No fee. Box required. 

Suburban 800-222-0492, suburbantransit.com. No fee. 
Sunrise Coach Lines 800-527-7709, 
sunrisecoach.com. $ 10 /bike. Travels in luggage bay. 
Susquehanna 800-692-6314, susquehannabus.com. 
No fee. Box required. 

Trailway Affiliate 800-858-8555. No fee. 

Box required. 

VT Transit 802-862-9671, VERMONTTRANSIT.COM. 

No fee. Box required. 


FERRIES 


Brooklyn 58th St. Ferry 718-815-BOAT. No fee. 
Cross Sound Ferry 631-323-2525, 

LONGISLANDFERRY.COM. No fee. 

Fire Island Ferry 631-665-3600, pagelinx.com/fififer- 
ry/index.shtml. No bikes. Use infrequent cargo boat. 
Liberty Landing Water Taxi 201-985-4000. 

May have to place outside. 

NY Fast Ferry 732-291-2210, nyff.com. No fee. 

NY Water Taxi 212-742-1969 NYWATERTAXI.COM 
NY Waterway 800-53-FERRY, NYWATERWAY.COM. $ 1 /bike. 
Seastreak 800-BOATRIDE, seastreakusa.com. 

$ 3 /bike. No weekends. 

Staten Island Ferry 718-815-BOAT, siferry.com. 

No fee. Enter at lower level. 


CYCLING ACCIDENT CLAIMS 

Legal Counsel, 

Representation and Litigation 


"Twenty years of cycling experience has made 
me painfully aware of the injuries caused by 
road accidents ." 

My office represents fellow cyclists who have been injured 
by careless motorists...There is no charge to discuss your legal 
rights in any situation where you have suffered injury or damage. 
A fee is charged when compensation is obtained from the 
motorist's insurance company. 


For further information and 
complimentary consultation contact: 

Barton L. Slavin, Esq. 
( 212 ) 233-1010 


BICYCLE HABITAT 


/Buy 1 tire, 
get 1 free tube. 


Open only to T.A. Members 
with valid T.A. membership card 
and this ad - no copies! 


h££f* 


244 Lafayette Street 

b/w Spring & Prince NYC 

212-431-3315 


"NEW YORK'S BEST BIKE SHOP' - NEW YORK MAGAZINE 
WWW.BICYCLEHABITAT.COM 
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Commuter Profile 

Sarah Oakes 


Winner of the 2003 Bike Week NYC Commuter Race 


S ARAH OAKES BEAT A STRAPHANGER 

and taxi rider in T.A.’s 2003 Bike 
Week NYC Commuter Race by 
making it from Junior’s in 
Downtown Brooklyn to Columbus Cir¬ 
cle in Manhattan in 29 minutes. Sarah 
trains year round for this competition as 
a daily bike commuter. 


Occupation: Project Coordinator at Cer¬ 
tified Construction, a General Contrac¬ 
tor in Manhattan 


T.A. member? Yes, since summer 2002 

Commute: Williamsburg, Brooklyn to 
west Midtown Manhattan. I usually 
ride down to the Williamsburg Bridge, 
across Delancey, Prince and/or Houston 
to the West Side Greenway. From there 
it’s a straight shot to my office on 51st 
and 12th Avenue. It’s 30 minutes door 
to door. 


Bike: Trek 7200 Hybrid 


Gear: Helmet (ALWAYS!), bike gloves, 
glasses, blinking lights at night. 

How long commuting? On and off since 
1992. 

Why started? I grew up biking and run¬ 
ning around the city. In 1992, I started 
commuting on rollerblades from the 
East Village to my job in the World 
Financial Center. I switched to a bike 
when my commute became longer, 
because I was getting too sweaty on 
blades. Unfortunately my bike got 
stolen and I didn’t buy another good 
commuting bike for a year. When I 
started working at my current job two 
years ago, on 12th Avenue and 51st 
Street, I hated the train commute. I 
never have time to go to the gym, so 
this way I get my workout and com¬ 
mute all in one! 

Attire: Bike shorts (with leggings over in 
the cooler weather), layers and something 
loud and bright. I roll up my work 
clothes and carry them in a backpack, 
and keep a couple pairs of shoes at work. 


Weather: I stopped biking after Thanks¬ 
giving and just started up again recent¬ 
ly. I don’t feel safe riding in the snow. 
Unfortunately it was a very long win¬ 
ter. But spring is here, and I couldn’t 
be happier! 

Why I love bike commuting: It’s fun to 
come across other bikers and bond. I 
love the feeling of cruising over the 
beautiful Willy-B early in the morning 
while the city’s just waking up. So free 
and exciting. 

Worst experience/commute: Road hogs. 
When cars try and squeeze me out, I just 
take up an entire lane to myself. 

Delancey Street is the worst. I find that 
when cars feel you meshing with the 
traffic, signaling and following the rules, 
they don’t mind bikes. It’s the bad bikers 
who scare pedestrians and run red lights 
at big intersections who give other bikers 
a bad rap. 

Advice: If you share the road and be safe 
(wear a helmet, brightly colored 


clothes, lights, obey traffic rules), it’s so 
much more fun! Always announce your¬ 
self as you’re passing fellow bikers and 
pedestrians. I find that not only is it 
safe and polite, but people respond well 
and appreciate it. 

Lock: I use one of those massive Kryp- 
tonite chains. 

Parking: At work I can bring it in the 
building and keep it in the shop down¬ 
stairs. 

Memorable reactions: After a hot sum¬ 
mer commute on my rollerblades com¬ 
ing into the suited-environment of 
Merrill Lynch in the World Financial 
Center, a woman was looking me up 
and down in disgust in the elevator. 

She asked me something about my 
working in “those clothes” (I guess I 
was wearing as little as possible in the 
steamy weather). I responded that no, I 
go upstairs to the bathroom, strip 
down, wipe myself down with wet 
paper towels and change into clean 
clothes that I carry with 
me. I’ll never forget the 
shock on her face—it 
was priceless. 


I love the feeling of cruising over the beautiful Willy-B 
early in the morning while the city’s just waking up 
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Take Action 

T. A. Bronx, Brooklyn & Central 
Park Committees Need You! 



T .A.’s neighborhood and 
special issue committees work 
for T.A.’s vision for a more 
pedestrian- and bicycle-friend¬ 
ly NYC in particular areas in the city. 
Whether you’re a good talker, writer, 
lifter or organizer or are just interested 
in seeing what’s going on, the commit¬ 
tees need you. Join them and help 
spread the good word and meet inter¬ 
esting people. E-mail volunteer@ 
transalt.org, call 212-629-8080 or 
contact the committee directly (see 
below). 

Bronx Committee 

MEET OTHER PEOPLE WHO LOVE THE 
Bronx just as much as you. Help us re¬ 
open the Highbridge Bridge, reinstate 
car-free Sundays on the Grand Concourse, 
win a new segment of the Hudson River 
Greenway in Riverdale Park and make 
other pedestrian and cycling safety 
improvements. And, of course, become a 
part of the fantastic Tour de Bronx! 
Bronx@transalt.org or 718-653-2203 

Brooklyn Committee 

JOIN A DYNAMIC GROUP OF CONCERNED 
Brooklynites who are making a differ¬ 
ence in their borough. Work on the 
Car-Free Prospect Park campaign, the 
Downtown Brooklyn Traffic Calming 
campaign or many other important 
issues. Transalt.org/Brooklyn 


Bronx Borough President Adolfo Carrion 
enjoying the Bronx River Greenway 
with friends during Bike Week NYC. Join 
the Bronx Committee to help work on 
winning other greenways in the Bronx, 
including Riverdale Park. 

Car-Free Central Park 
Committee 

WE DEPEND UPON VOLUNTEERS TO COL- 
lect 100,000 signatures for our peti¬ 
tion to get cars out of the Central Park 
loop drive, win early morning car-free 
hours and reach out to community 
groups. Spend a day in the park with a 
team of wonderful people doing great 
things. Car-freecentralpark.org 


T.A. Launches 


Valet Bike 
Parking 

“Take My Bike, Please*' 



Tired of looking for a bike rack, signpost 
or fence onto which to lock your bike at 
events around NYC? Worried about bike 
thieves and vandals? This summer, T.A. 
will provide valet bike parking at cultural 
events around the city. Look for a sched¬ 
ule of events on transalt.org. Interested in 
helping park bikes? E-mail volunteer@ 
transalt.org or call 212-629-8080. 


The best folding bike for the world I 



Rnciirl hnm 


BROMPTON 


from rngliWiri 

1 BOQ-7 B3.3447 brom ptonbike com 
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olunteer Profile 


Jackie Ruvolo 


Occupation: Graphic designer/art direc¬ 
tor for an advertising agency. 

Neighborhood: East Village 

T.A. member since: April 1999 

Why did you join T.A.? 

I ride my bike everywhere. It truly can 
be such a joy and the best way to get 
around town but, as we all know, it can 
be so frustrating as well. I wanted to be 
a part of something that was making 
things better and safer for us all. 

What exactly do you do to help T.A.? 

I help out by offering my graphic 
design skills for various projects that 
come up. Recently I redesigned the 
Century brochure. I’ve also done some 
bridge counts this past summer/fall. 
Nothing like chillin’ on the Brooklyn 
bridge with a really big coffee at 8 am 
on a beautiful summer’s day and help¬ 
ing out T.A. at the same time! 

What is your philosophy on 
volunteering? 

Volunteering is win-win. The personal 
reward and fulfillment that comes with 
volunteering can’t be beat! It’s a super 
important thing to do for yourself 
while helping others and better the 
world. And it’s something that every¬ 
one could do. Imagine that! 

What would you say to someone on the 
street in order to convince him or her to 
volunteer for T.A.? 


Call u* at utwo-529-9EM7 
and visit us on Wvb kit 
h 11 p://www.]iiuy4!rl i mc.c u m 


Grrsoivil j LI bo * VLoreh. P.C, 
1 (1 Broadway, 12th Floor 
Dew York, IVV 10006 


Our pmdlce concentrates on Personal 
Injury and Medical Negligence mutters. 


Anyone who walks in this city has 
efited from T.A.’s advocacy work. 
Why not get in there and be a 
part of it? You’ll meet won¬ 
derful people and do good 
for others! 


How has volunteering helped 
you personally? 

Volunteering always gets 
you out there meeting 
new people. Plus, the 
overall sense of wellbe¬ 
ing and accomplish¬ 
ment that comes 
from helping 
others is huge! 

It has also 
inspired me to 
do some 
other major 
volunteer 
projects. I 
went to 
France 
this sum¬ 
mer to 
help build a 
hiking trail and 
Rail Trail. Now I 
have friends from 
seven countries to 
visit and I’m work 
ing on getting 
them to visit my 
beloved NYC! 


ben- 


Don’t Spin Your Wheels 
Looking for an Attorney 

With Ihuu fro of 
legit! cXpcrientCj Gcrsowiix Lrilm fir 
liorck r PC. is tin duomplijhcd Leu in o f 
legal pmksslcFnals. 


If T.A. could give you 
any prize for volunteer¬ 
ing, what would it be? 

Just the fact that you 
guys are watching out 
and fighting for 
all of us out there is 
a great prize in 
itself... really! 


If you could change three things in New 
York, what would they be and why? 

1. I would get rid of car alarms. 
They’re just such a selfish 
plague to our peace. There’s 
nothing more annoying 
than being assaulted in 
your own home by that 
awful sound. 

2. Safe and accessible bike 
lanes. They’re not much good 
when they are used as park¬ 
ing spaces! Riding a bike 
in bike friendly cities 
like Amsterdam can 
really open your 
eyes to what is pos¬ 
sible. It’s a little 
piece of heaven! 

3. Affordable 
housing for us 
common-folk. 
Like we need 


any more 
luxury buildings 
in this city! 
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Sidewalk Cycling Must Stop 

WHILE RECOGNIZING THE DANGERS OF 
riding a bicycle in the chaos of the 
streets, which is why I don’t ride any¬ 
more, I confess to becoming ever more 
angry at bicycle riders (mostly deliverers 
of take out food) who ride on the side¬ 
walks and against traffic on one-way 
streets (almost as angry as I am at former 
city council member Eristoff and, per¬ 
haps, current member Moskowitz, for 
their simplistic approach to this prob¬ 
lem). I would request that T.A. consider 
supporting legislation and enforcement 
policies that hold the owners of the take 
out stores responsible for the illegal 
actions of their employees. I cannot sup¬ 
port heavy sanctions against the deliver¬ 
ers, who earn very little and may or may 
not understand what the problem is. 

Bob Pfeiferman 

Ed.’s Note: T.A. is launching a major out¬ 
reach program to working cyclists aimed 
at reducing sidewalk cycling. Look for 
information in the next magazine. 

Hazardous Bumps on the 
Williamsburg Bridge 

DOT Customer Service: 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR RESPONSE TO MY 
complaint about the dangerous expansion 
joint covers on the Williamsburg Bridge. 
Unfortunately, DOT’s response to the 
problem is wholly inadequate and per¬ 
functory, and seems designed to prevent 
lawsuits, not injuries. Making the joints 
easier to see will not “make crossing the 
joints easier” as you state, it will only 
soothe DOT’s conscience while still sub¬ 
jecting riders to jarring bumps that will 
harm them and damage their bikes. The 
people who use the bridge deserve as 
smooth a roadway as the cars have gotten. 

George Steinberg 

Dear Mr. Steinberg: 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CORRESPON- 
dence concerning the expansion joints 
on the pedestrian and bicycle path that 
was opened on the Williamsburg Bridge 
last year. In response to your concerns, 

[ T.A. E-bulletin ] 


transalt.org/ebulletin 


[Assign upii I 


our agency will make two changes on 
the path to make crossing the joints eas¬ 
ier. By the middle of May, Bridge Oper¬ 
ations will complete painting all 24 
joints yellow to draw special attention 
to them. Additionally, this action will 
be supplemented by the installation of 
standard warning signs to further alert 
path users to the presence of the joints. 

NYC DOT 
Customer Service 

Moving Towards a Safer 
Manhattan Bridge 

Dear Councilmember Yassky, 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR EFFORTS TO MAKE 
a safer entrance to the Brooklyn side of 


the Manhattan Bridge bicycle path. I use 
this path daily and I’ve been in contact 
with Lori Ardito at the DOT in regards 
to my request for a yield sign there. Ms. 
Ardito said that the DOT is considering 
a new six-week study, but she seemed to 
be avoiding the issue. I also offered her a 
bicycle and helmet so that she could join 
me on the ten-minute ride to the bridge 
from the Brooklyn DOT office, though 
she has yet to take me up on the offer. 
After the tight turn from the off-ramp, 
traffic is going slow enough that a yield 
sign would not make an impact in the 
flow of traffic; it would only heighten 
awareness of bicycle and pedestrian 
crossing. Thank you again for your 
efforts on the behalf of New York City’s 
bicyclists. Your efforts may save a life. 

Zach Berman 

DCAS Bike Parking 
Policy Full of Hot Air 

Dear Mr. Warner Johnston, 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PROMPT REPLY 
to my message regarding indoor bicycle 
parking in City buildings. Lorgive me 
for being blunt, but the comments 
(quoted below) contain an astonishing 
amount of empty double-talk. 

(1) RE: “the presence of bicycles in 
offices and other cramped spaces will 
serve to reduce the amount of room 
employees have for movement” 


Yes, obviously keeping bikes indoors 
takes up space. I’m not suggesting that 
bikes should be kept in cubicles, just 
that you consider ways to set aside 
workable indoor spots for bikes, on a 
building-by-building basis. The City 
could provide an extraordinarily helpful 
example to other employers by doing 
this. A bike commuter within each 
agency could take on the task of finding 
such spaces in his/her building so that 
strained city personnel resources would¬ 
n’t have to be given additional work. 

(2) RE: “stored bicycles may also have 
a potentially negative impact upon the 
ability of firefighters and other emer¬ 
gency responders when they are attempt¬ 
ing to address on-going emergencies” 


Yes, of course bikes might get in the 
way of firefighters in an emergency. That’s 
why one needs to designate a non¬ 
obstructing spot for the bikes. It takes sur¬ 
prisingly little space and Transportation 
Alternatives has plans and suggestions 
for racks that you could utilize for free. 

I urge you to revisit this question 
rather than simply dismissing it with 
inflated language and a host of theoreti¬ 
cal problems. 

Thanks very much for your time. 

Catherine Aman 

Ms. Aman, 

IN REFERENCE TO SAFETY, THE PRESENCE 
of bicycles in offices and other cramped 
spaces will serve to reduce the amount of 
room employees have for movement. The 
majority of City employees work in 
cubicles with no space for bicycles. 
Additionally, stored bicycles may also 
have a potentially negative impact upon 
the ability of firefighters and other emer¬ 
gency responders when they are attempt¬ 
ing to address on-going emergencies. 
Operational concerns include: the nega¬ 
tive impact the presence of bicycles 
would have on elevator space; security 
issues, such as bicycle theft; and lastly 
the problems associated with granting 
employees the privilege of bringing their 
bicycles into the building while denying 
the public the same privilege. 

Warner Johnston 


DOT’S response to the problem is wholly 
inadequate and perfunctory, and seems 
designed to prevent lawsuits, not injuries 
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Bike Week NYC 2003 


N EW YORKERS ON TWO WHEELS 

turned out in record numbers to 
celebrate Bike Week NYC 2003, 
presented by Transportation 
Alternatives and the NYC 
Department of Transportation. Cyclists from all 
over the city were delighted to receive heaps of 
free NYC Cycling Maps, bells, lights and 
reflective straps from the DOT as well as food 
courtesy of their borough president. 

Thanks to all five of the borough presidents 
for once again rewarding cyclists for choosing 
a healthy and socially beneficial form of 
transportation. 



MANHATTAN 

C. Virginia Fields 

“I have been an advocate for a contin¬ 
uous bike lane all around Manhattan. 
We have run into roadblocks along 
the way, but will keep at it until the 
island bike lane is complete. I will not 
accept the never-ending delays and 
excuses offered by various agencies 
that treat bicycling like a second-class 
mode of transportation. ” 

Next Steps for Manhattan: 

• Complete the Manhattan Waterfront Greenway. 

• Make the Manhattan side of the Queensboro Bridge safe and 
convenient for cyclists and pedestrians. 


STATEN ISLAND 

James P. Molinaro 

“Staten Island has long recognized the 
importance of bicycling for its residents. 

Bike riding is a great way to get to the 
ferry—parking is free and it’s a healthy 
form of exercise. I would encourage 
everyone to take up this winning trans¬ 
portation alternative—not just during 
Bike Week, but all year long.” 

Next Steps for Staten Island: 

• Allow universal bicycle access to 
the MTA’s Staten Island Railway. 

• Build the Staten Island Railroad 
Trail greenway and the Verrazano- 
Narrows Bridge/North and South 
Shore greenways. 





THE BRONX 

Adolfo Carrion 

“Thanks to a growing Bronx Green¬ 
way Path and an increasing number 
of bike lanes, bicycling is a great 
way to get around the Bronx year- 
round. I encourage everyone to con¬ 
sider biking to work to take advan¬ 
tage of the health and environmen¬ 
tal benefits of bicycling around the 
Bronx and across the city.” 

Next Steps for The Bronx: 

• Reinstate Car-Free Sundays on 
the Grand Concourse. 

• Create “traffic calmed” residential streets—especially 
around schools—to improve safety for children bicycling and 
walking to school. 


QUEENS 

Helen Marshall 

“Thousands of cyclists in Queens enjoy 
this healthy and environmentally friendly 
activity regularly. I am happy to support 
Bike Week and hope that it encourages 
more individuals to look to a bike as a 
clean and healthy alternative to other 
forms of transportation.” 

Next Steps for Queens: 

• Create “traffic calmed” residential streets—especially 
around schools—to improve safety for children bicycling 
and walking to school. 

• Install bike lanes and signs on safe and common sense 
cycling routes to and from the city greenways and the 
East River bridges. 


BROOKLYN 

Marty Markowitz 

“Pedal power is the perfect way for 
me to prepare for this year’s Lighten 
Up Brooklyn campaign. Brooklyn is 
blessed to have so many great places 
to ride, and I can’t wait to bike my way 
around the borough.” 

Next Steps for Brooklyn: 

• Make the Brooklyn side of the 
Manhattan Bridge safe for cyclists 
& pedestrians. 

• Install sturdy gates at the entrances to Prospect Park to 
better enforce car-free hours. 

• Expand the Downtown Brooklyn Traffic Calming Project 
and create “traffic calmed” residential streets—especially 
around schools. 

Clockwise from top right: Adolfo Carrion (BP) & Rich Gans, Tito Luna 
(BP Staff) & Annie Hart, Robert Perris (BP Staff) & Noah Budnick, Dan 
Jacobs (BP Staff) & Kit Hodge, C. Virginia Fields (BP) & Noah Budnick. 
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v from, your bicycle! 


From Shore Parkway to 
Mosholu Parkway, 
experience the best that 
NYC cycling has to offer. 
The NYC Century Bike 
Tour was created to show 
off NYC's greenways (20 
miles en route!) and best 
cycling secrets. 


100,75,55,35 and 15 MU 
Routes - You Choose 


Transportation Alternatives 
115 W 30th St Ste 1207 
New York NY 10001-4010 
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